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Finally, the ruling party and its allies
have agreed to bifurcate Andhra

Pradesh to create a new state, Telangana.
A welcome decision, indeed.  If the
decision approved by the state assembly
and Parliament, Telangana will be
India’s 29th state in a few months’ time,
ending several decades old demand for
a new state.

Hyderabad, the nerve centre of the state’s economy and politics,
will remain the joint capital for a period of 10 years.  One of the
fastest developing metros in the country, Hyderabad is the hub of
IT industry and home to the Indian operations of some of the
world's largest technology companies such as Google, Microsoft
and Facebook.

While debates over the pros and cons of the formation of smaller
states for economic development have been held across the media
and social forums, for the people of Telangana, the question
remains as to who will make Telangana the ‘Promised Land’. For
decades, miserably backward Telangana had been subjected to
exploitation. Its resources and employment opportunities have
allegedly been diverted for the people from other regions. Rich
farmers from coastal region have purchased huge properties and
have been blatantly thriving on the helplessness of the people of
Telangana region.

But, what is after the division? After over a decade of his political
jugglery, Telangana Rashtra Samithi chief K Chandrasekhar Rao
is fast becoming a non-entity. Telugu Desam Party, BJP and the
CPI do not seem to have any definite agenda for the prosperity of
Telangana other than the daily lip-exercises by its various leaders.
The newly-formed YSRCP has lost its last hope with its
legislators quitting en masse over the Telangana issue.

If the Congress is the final saviour, it needs to be seen who will
emerge from within the Congress to make Telangana a peaceful,
self-reliant and prosperous state. As of now, everyone knows the
intentions of Congress leaders from Telangana. They want power,
not the happiness of the poor and the exploited. It’s a million
dollar question. Let’s keep our fingers crossed. 
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Putting an end to the
57-year-old demand for
separate statehood to
the Telangana region,
the Congress had
finally agreed on July 30
to split the state into
two raising a lot of
eyebrows about the
sincerity behind the
historic decision
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BALAKRISHNA

Following the collapse of City
Light Hotel on July 8 that

claimed 18 lives and left several
others injured, the GHMC officials
have launched the demolition of
dilapidated structures across the
city. 

However, the authorities are
hitting a roadblock due to political
pressures and pending court cases.
Though 654 structures had been

identified for demolition, only 361
could be demolished by the end of
July. This clearly shows the
demolition work is not progressing
very smoothly.

What comes as a huge surprise
is that the GHMC officials working
in Old city have not even sent
complete information about the
status of dilapidated structures as
stipulated in the proforma
circulated by the GHMC
commissioner.

Apparently, the officials
working in the Old city bowed
before the MIM leaders and hid the
necessary information so that action
is deferred thereby endangering the
lives of the occupants.

GHMC Commissioner M T
Krishna Babu told The News that it
was not possible to provide clear
picture of the dilapidated structures
located in the Old city. 

“You know people do not
provide the details to the officials.

We have
pressures not to
demolish old
structures: 
Krishna Babu

Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC) officials are under
pressure not to act tough, particularly when it comes to demolition of

dilapidated structures in Old city, thanks to a section of Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (MIM) leaders.

CITY SCAN
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So, there cannot be any clarity.
Further, there is pressure from
politicians. There are some
politicians who support demolitions
and some others from the same
party oppose the move,” he said.

“But what they should
understand is that the lives of
innocent people are in danger. They
should cooperate with the officials
and pave way for demolition of
dilapidated structures,” Krishna
Babu said.

Asked about the non-
demolition of some structures due
to pending court cases, the
commissioner said there were legal

disputes between the tenants and
landlords due to which the GHMC
was not in a position to act. 

He, however, said such
buildings would also be inspected
with a team of experts drafted from
JNTU and other prestigious
organizations. “If the expert team
recommends demolition of a
particular structure, we will go
ahead even if court cases are
pending,” Krishna Babu said.

Referring to sweet houses and
bakers such as Dadus which
installed huge machinery on the
upper floors of old buildings,
Krishna Babu said they would

inspect those buildings also to
ascertain the fitness and whether
they have special permission to
install the machinery on the upper
floors.’

The GHMC commissioner
appealed to the owners of 50 year
old buildings to self-assess the
strength of their buildings and come
forward for demolition. He also
appealed to the tenants and
neighbours of 50 year old buildings
to inform the GHMC authorities on
155304 about the vulnerability of
any building and help the
authorities save the lives of
innocent people. 

CITY SCAN
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D BAL REDDY

At the first look, you mistake
her for an uber cool, trendy
school girl, who loves to

groove to pop and rock. But the fact
is she is a passionate classical
singer, with music in her mind and
soul. Wide-eyed Malavika, all of 13,
who has already made her parents
and the city pride with her superb
performances, is fast becoming the
blue-eyed girl of votaries of classic
music across the state.

Daughter of Vivekananda and
Suchita, Malavika is a ninth class
student of NASR School in Banjara
Hills in Hyderabad. The child
prodigy who can sing in four
languages has recorded her first
album of devotional songs at the age
of nine! Having performed over 40

music concerts across south Indida,
Malavika’s dream is to become a
celebrated classical singer like M S
Subbalakshmi.

She has already bagged several
awards and other laurels including
Bala Ratna Award,  Dasara
Puraskar, Unique World Record for
singing in four languages, NIpuna
National Award and many more.

It soothes one’s soul when
Malavika renders keerthans and
bhajans. With an amazing voice and
breath-taking scale synchronisation,
Malavika is fast emerging as a
classical singer par excellence.
Interestingly, Malavika’s musical
trait has a three-generation old
connection. Her grandma’s grandpa
was a violin widvan who enthralled
kings’ and their courts in those days!

It was quite accidently

Malavika’s parents discovered that
whenever there was a classical
recital               on television,
Malavika used to listen to it keenly.
It was then her parents realised that
their daughter had immense talent in
her. 

They joined her in music class
and she started learning with
incredible speed. Today, Malavika
sings bhajans and keerthans with the
expertise of an accomplished singer.

But that does not make her
typical conventional girl. Clad in
chic outfit and sporting an arresting
smile, this child prodigy is energetic
and full of beans.

Is she willing to sing for a film
if given a chance? “Not now, I don’t
want to deviate from classical music
now. I have to go a long way,”
giggles the wonder girl. 

With music in her blood
A child prodigy, 13-year-old Malavika, has proved her mettle in a rather tough realm of

classical music with several remarkable recitals across the south

CITY SCAN
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THE NEWS BUREAU

Hyderabad-based Manasa
Group,  a major producer of

lemon grass oil in India, has entered
into a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Savannah Accelerated Development
Authority (SADA), Ghana’s
government agency for setting up of
Integrated Agriculture Enterprises in
Ghana in the city last week.

The MoU was signed on July
26 in a city hotel by R S N Raju,
managing director of Manasa Group

and Maj. (Dr.) Mustapha Ahmed,
Minister of State in charge of
Development Authorities,
Government of Ghana, in the
presence of Danse Samson Salifu,
director, SADA.

Manasa Group cultivates large
tracts of land through contract
farming with tribal farmers in
Odisha, and small farmer groups in
Andhra Pradesh and Malawi
(southern Africa). SADA is an
independent agency in the Republic
of Ghana with its main thrust on
coordinating a comprehensive

development agenda that will
address the growth and sustainable
development of the northern
Ghanaian economy into a regional
nexus of increased productivity.

The Government of Ghana set
up the SADA by on 17 September
2010 to address the issues of growth
and sustainable development to both
increase incomes among the poorest
people within the SADA enclave
and economy and increased
productivity of food.

“In this respect SADA is
pursuing a number of projects, in

City based agro firm
to cultivate in Ghana

RSN Raju, Managing Director of Manasa Group and Maj. (Dr) Mustapha Ahmed, Miniser of State in charge of Devel-
oopment Authorities, Office of the President, Government of Ghana at a meet announcing the MoU in Hyderabad recently

CITY SCAN
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which Manasa Group is
participating as a partner on
mutually beneficial basis,” said
RSN Raju while addressing the
media immediately after signing the
MoU.

Raju said Manasa Group and
SADA were entering into a
partnership to set up Integrated
Agriculture Enterprises within the
SADA Enclave of Ghana,
comprising of agriculture and related
activities.

Manasa will work closely with
local partners M/s. Wynstons Ltd in
Ghana which will extend local
support, including facilitating
resource mobilization, logistics and
coordinate ground level activities,
which would enable in successful
implementation of the project.

“Our responsibilities include
transfer of technology, implement
global best practises to achieve
defined objectives, source and
procure inputs and subsequently
develop these inputs at the integrated
agriculture farm for supply to other
farms, bring global experts, design,
implement, operate and manage the
farm, impart training in modern
agricultural practices to local
population to empower them to
undertake individual farm related
occupation and help the government
create small clusters of individual
farms operated by trained farmers,
thus generating sustainable self
employment and significantly
improving the food security for the
country,” Raju added.

Maj. (Dr.) Mustapha Ahmed,

speaking on the occasion, said, “As
per the MoU, the Government of
Ghana will provide the land in
preferred location on long term
basis, provide/facilitate funding,
provide hand holding support for all
statutory approvals and government
related works, facilitate in
commissioning and managing the
integrated farm and achieving the set
objectives”.

Manasa made a humble
beginning in 2005 with a group of
professionals and started aromatic
crop cultivation as an R&D activity.
This expanded into commercial
cultivation and today Manasa is a
leading diversified agri-business
group. Over 8 consistent years of
growth, it is today a major producer
of lemon grass oil in India. 

CITY SCAN
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Hyderabadis in general and LV
Prasad Eye Institute’s artist in

residence Surya Prakash in
particular had moments of pride
when a documentary on the
renowned artist by Sisir Sahana was
screened at the fourth Annual New
Hope Film Festival in New Hope,
Pennsylvania USA on July 20that
Stephen J. Buck Memorial Theatre.

‘Surya Prakash - A Journey
Through Life and Art’, directed by
Sisir Sahana was well appreciated
at the festival attended by by many
film buffs and local art lovers. The
screening was followed by the
Q&A session, wherein Surya
Prakash, Sisir Sahana along with
the chairman of the film festival
Doug Whipple interacted with the
audience answering their questions.

“It was a great privilege and
honor to be part of this 10-day-long
film festival where more than 17
countries and 100 movies were
chosen for screening,” says Surya

Prakash, LV Prasad Eye Institute’s
artist in residence.

Surya Prakash occupies a
unique position in the realm of
Indian art. Apart from being a
consummate painter with a
distinctive visual diction, he has
also been instrumental in shaping
the art milieu of Hyderabad.

He has held over 50 solo
exhibitions in India and abroad. He
has also participated in numerous
group shows and travelled
extensively in Western Europe and
the USA, amongst other countries.
He has curated several exhibitions,
acted as a member commissioner
for the 5th and the 11th India
Triennial and was a jury member
for national and state art
exhibitions.

Surya Prakash has been
nominated as a member of the
national Art Advisory Committee of
the National Gallery of Modern Art.
He has participated in several artist
workshops in India and abroad and
has also conducted artists’ camps

for various corporate, educational,
scientific and medical institutions.
He is responsible for the art
collection and initiatives of two
major scientific research institutes
in Hyderabad, namely the L V
Prasad Eye Institute and the Centre
for Cellular and Molecular Biology
(CCMB).

He has received numerous
awards including the National
Award and gold medals from
Hyderabad Art Society and Andhra
Pradesh Lalit Kala Akademi. The
All India Fine Arts and Crafts
Society, New Delhi conferred him
with the title of Kala Vibhushan. He
has received Pratibha Puraskaram
from the Telugu University, while
the Andhra Pradesh government
honoured him with the Hamsa
Award . 

His paintings are in various
public, corporate and private
collections both in India and
abroad. He lives in Hyderabad and
works from his studio at L V Prasad
Eye Institute 

Documentary on city artist
bags international acclaim

Artist Surya Prakash (centre)
and Sisir Sahana (right) with
Mr. Doug Whipple, Chair-
man, 4th Annual New Hope
Film Festival, are seen iner-
acting with the audience at
New Hope, Pennsylvania.
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THE BATTLE ENDSTHE BATTLE ENDSTHE BATTLE ENDSTHE BATTLE ENDSTHE BATTLE ENDS PUTTING AN END
TO THE 57-YEAR-
OLD DEMAND FOR
SEPARATE
STATEHOOD TO THE
TELANGANA
REGION, THE
CONGRESS HAD
FINALLY AGREED
ON JULY 30 TO
SPLIT THE STATE
INTO TWO RAISING
A LOT OF
EYEBROWS ABOUT
THE SINCERITY
BEHIND THE
HISTORIC DECISION

88
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PAYAM SUDHAKARAN

Finally, bellows of joy echoed
every nook and cranny of
visibly ecstatic Telangana

region with the Congress’ highest
decision making body, the
Congress Working Committee
(CWC) after consultations with
partners of the ruling United
Progressive Alliance (UPA)
agreeing to split Andhra Pradesh
into two, on a wet monsoon
evening.   

Well, this was anticipated and
protests erupted in Seemandhra
within no time of the
announcement of the decision to
divide the state. Telangana
activists, ostensibly jubilant over
the Congress decision, burst into
boisterous celebrations, shouting
slogans of ‘Jai Telangana’ and
dancing to the drum beats.

State Congress leaders are
divided over the party’s decision,
while leaders of Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) which had been
spearheading the Telangana
movement, particularly its chief K
Chandrasekhar Rao, started
showing inclination towards the
Congress, heralding an inevitable
merger of TRS with the grand old
party of India. One of the two TRS
Members of Parliament, actress-
turned-politician Vijayashanthi, is
learnt to be joining Congress on
August 8. If all goes well, the
Congress will have the last laugh in
the entire episode.

But most of the activists and
leaders who are overjoyed at the
prospects of having separate
Telangana state do not seem to be
aware that this decision was taken
by the ruling Congress and its
allies, and not by the government
of India. The entire process of
formulating a separate state

requires a lot of complicated course
of action and it will take at least
four months for Telangana state to
be a reality.

And at the end, when
everything is ready, if the highest
office in the country finds splitting
of Andhra Pradesh not feasible, the
whole drama goes back to square
one!

Again, let’s take things for
granted. If everything goes as
people of Telangana wish, the near
six decades of fight for statehood,
often bloody, will come to a
permanent end with Telangana
becoming India’s 29th state.

According to the CWC
resolution on July 30, the new state
will have 10 districts including
Hyderabad, which will be the
common capital for 10 years,

during which period the residuary
state of Andhra Pradesh will build
its own capital.

Speaking on the occasion,
Congress leader Digvijaya Singh
said the new state would come into
being in four to five months.
Addressing the media, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh said
Telangana was very much required
for the development of the entire
Andhra region, in a meeting
presided by Congress president
Sonia Gandhi.  

According to Digvijaya Singh,
the issue will go to the Andhra
Pradesh assembly, whose
resolution will be sent to the Union
cabinet, which will appoint a group
of ministers to look into issues
relating to sharing of water,
electricity and safety and security
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AP will become India's first
non-Hindi linguistic state to be
divided. Carved out of Madras
State in 1953, it was the first
state to be formed on linguistic
basis.
Andhra Pradesh was India's
fifth most populous state, with
a population of 84.6 million.
Spread over 275,000 square
km, it ranked fourth among
Indian states in terms of
geographical area.
Telangana will have a
population of 35.38 mn and an

area of 1.14 lakh sq km.
Telangana, which comprises 10
districts including Hyderabad,
was part of the erstwhile
princely state of Hyderabad
and has a distinct culture.
Its leaders had accused rulers
from Andhra for doing
injustice to the region in all
sectors and going back on the
assurances given at the time of
the merger.
July 30 announcement brought
down the curtains on the
controversial and violent

movement for separate state.
During the 'Jai Telangana'
movement in 1969, over 300
people, mostly students, were
killed in police firing.
With this, the central
government has fulfilled its
Dec 9, 2009 announcement to
initiate the process for forming
Telangana state.
The statement followed an 11-
day hunger strike by TRS chief
K. Chandrasekhara Rao and
massive protests that engulfed
the region.

A six decade long battle
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of all three regions of the state.
As soon as the CWC officially

agreed to bifurcate the State,
celebrations broke out across
Telangana. TRS, Telangana Joint
Action Committee (JAC) and other
groups were jubilant and took out
procession to express their
happiness.

Though K Chandrasekhara
Rao welcomed the Congress move,
he said he would not celebrate till
the bill for Telangana was passed.
He warned the excited party
workers, “We need to be cautious
till the bill is passed by Parliament
in view of our past experience."

Well, once bitten, twice shy!
However, KCR had reiterated

his earlier promise of merging his
party with Congress if the
Telangana demand was met. He
also sought clarification of the
proposal to make Hyderabad the
joint capital.

Meanwhile, not far away in
the Seemandhra region, there were
widespread protests against the
Congress’ decision to bifurcate the
State on July 31, by the time this
article went to print.

Guntur MP Rayapati
Sambasiva Rao of the Congress,
and three legislators - two from the

Congress and one from the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) - resigned in
protest.

United Andhra Joint Action
Committee called for a bandh that
evoked near total response in all
major towns across Seemandhra.
Students and activists of various
groups took to the streets and burnt
effigies of Congress president
Sonia Gandhi and raised slogans of
'Jai Samaikya Andhra' and squatted
on the roads, blocking the vehicular
traffic for a long time.

The protestors alleged that the
Congress took a ‘unilateral’
decision to divide the state, and
demanded the resignation of all
public representatives to mount
pressure on the party to withdraw
the decision.

Andhra Pradesh State Road
Transport Corporation (APSRTC)
buses were prevented from coming
out of the depots as protestors
staged sit-ins at all nine districts of
coastal Andhra and four of
Rayalaseema. The bandh call hit
normal life in Visakhapatnam,
Vijayanagaram, Eluru, Kakinada,
Vijayawada, Guntur, Nellore,
Ongole, Chittoor, Tirupati,
Anantapur, Kadapa, Kurnool and
other towns. Hundreds of vehicles
were stranded due to protests on
the Vijayawada-Hyderabad and the
Chennai-Bhubaneswar highways.

The government had pressed
additional police and paramilitary
personnel into service in order to
prevent any untoward incident.

However, the Congress
decision has brought a six-decade-
old demand to an end.  The
announcement ended a chapter in
the history of Andhra Pradesh,
which was formed on November 1,
1956 with the merger of Telangana
(then known as Hyderabad State)
with Andhra State. 

COVER STORY
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In an emotional outburst,
TRS chief K Chandrasekhar Rao’s
niece Regulapati Ramya lashed at

the former for diluting the
Telangana movement and

accused him of using the party for
his personal gains, during a
freewheeling chat with 

The News

PAYAM SUDHAKARAN

When people whisper that a
single man has been trying

to hoodwink eight crores of people
in the name of regional sentiment,
he has got a whistleblower from the
most unlikely quarters – his own
household.  In what exactly looks
like the moral of the folklore of the
naked king, Telangana Rashtra
Samiti (TRS) chief Kalvakuntla
Chandrasekhar Rao, fondly called
as KCR, has been finally termed

‘cold, callous and most selfish’ by
none other than his own niece
Regulapati Ramya, a firebrand in
her own rights.

“He is responsible for the
suicides of over thousand innocent
youth in Telangana in recent years.
It was due to his false promises of
getting justice and bringing welfare
to the otherwise backward region
of Telangana, poor youth in the
region started nurturing hopes of
getting education and employment.
When they realised Telangana was

not going to be a reality anytime
soon, they were shattered and
ended their lives. KCR should own
the responsibility of these deaths
and give at least one acre of land to
each from his vast reserve of
farmlands across the State,” Ramya
told The News in an exclusive
interview.

“It is like someone promising
you to bring a biryani packet from
outside.  You wait endlessly for the
delicious biryani, but it never
comes. Even if you have some food

Niece Nails KCR
TRS leader’s niece Ramya expresses anguish over his wrong agenda

POLITICAL PICTURE
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at home, you get frustrated and feel
cheated. Same is the case with
KCR’s promise of Telangana. He
has indirectly killed thousands of
innocent youth.” 

Disgruntled and dejected over
her own uncle’s wrongdoings, she
disclosed how a man who only
owned a few square yards of land
allotted by the government for
members of legislative assembly in
order to construct houses a decade
ago became one of the richest
political leaders in the region today.
“In 2003, KCR had to sell his plot
for Rs 30 lakh to construct the
structure of his present house. After
a decade where from all the money
came? How could he own so many
farm lands, buildings and cars
worth crores of rupees?” she asked.

“He is the stumbling block for
independent Telangana state today.
He is bothered only about his own
selfish motives and promotion of
his own children. Thousands of
intellectuals, educators, students,
advocates and political leaders who
rallied behind him when he wanted
to form a party for a ‘cause’ have
been maltreated and neglected.
KCR has been promoting people

who contribute to his material
growth. When Prof Jayashankar, an
intellectual who envisaged separate
Telangana state and advocated for
it throughout his live passed away,
KCR did not even turn up to pay
condolence to the bereaved family.
Same is the case with thousands of
youth who ended their lives for the
cause. But when a Telugu Desam

Party (TDP) leader died recently,
he was one of the firsts to express
his sorrow over the loss. It’s
shameful,” said Ramya, upright
and resolved.

When Ramya offered her
footwear to some agitators who had
decided to put a ‘footwear garland’
on KCR in protest against his
wrong political moves, she had to
pay the price too. Her community
hall was attacked and had threats
from her own uncle’s henchmen.

But it did not deter her from

speaking the truth. “I am not afraid.
As long as I can, I will work hard
for the cause of Telangana and am
ready to face anything. We all had
great hopes on KCR, but
unfortunately, the very man who is
supposed to spearhead the
movement is just diluting the cause
for vested interest. I can’t keep my
mouth shut anymore,” Ramya was

apparently vehement when she
spoke about her hopes, dreams and
agony.

“I have been watching the
developments for the past 13 years.
KCR has done nothing to achieve
separate Telangana. He has been
working hard for his personal
gains. None in his family, son K T
Rama Rao, daughter K Kavitha and
nephew Harish Rao, is sincere
about the movement. They have
political ambitions,” affirmed
Ramya. 

“KCR was the stumbling block for independent
Telangana. Even today, he is bothered only about his own

selfish motives and promotion of his own children”

POLITICAL PICTURE
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If everything goes well, the stategovernment is all set to launch a
new initiative ‘Mana Kuragayalu’
(Andhra Pradesh Vegetabl
Initiatives Project) in the first week
of September.  The initiative is a
partnership between Farmers
Producers Organisations (FPO) and
Rythu Bazaars. 

The project will assess the
interest of farmers, form interest
groups and train them before
supplying them with inputs and
technical support in association with

horticulture department and the
NGOs already identified for
enhancing productivity.

The project offers wholesale
market price which is considered to
be remunerative to the farmers at
collection centers to ensure
increased profitability on
sustainable basis, assured supply of
fresh and good quality vegetables to
the consumers at competitive prices. 

Initially, the project will be
implemented in and around
Hyderabad on a pilot basis.
Vegetables would be produced in
Medak, Ranga Reddy and

Mahbubnagar districts in which
more than 25 collection centers
would be set up, CEO of Rythu
Bazaars, M K Singh told The News.

The produce would be sold
through 100 sales outlets, either
static or mobile, to be set up one in
each municipal ward in the twin
cities.  Singh told The News that the
new initiative would strengthen the
source of vegetables to be sold in
Rythu Bazaars and the new sales
outlets to be set up. “Since farmers
cannot come and physically sell the
products, the retail sales points will
be given to unemployed youth,” he
said.

“The state government is only
a facilitator. We provide the
necessary infrastructure like setting
up of cold storages, supplying
vehicles for transportation and
inputs for farmers to produce the
vegetables,” he said.

“The project is likely to be
launched in early September in
Hyderabad on a pilot basis.
Subsequently, it will be expanded to
the entire state,” Singh said. 

Govt to launch
Mana Kuragayalu
project in
September
Mana Kuragayalu (Andhra Pradesh Vegetable
Initiative Project) has been conceived to
establish effective vegetable supply chain to
improve income of the farmers while ensuring
affordable products for the consumers.

STATE SCAN
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It came as a rude shock forace shuttlers Jwala Gutta
and Ashwini Ponappa when

they heard that their prices were
reduced to half the original
hours before the newly formed
Indian Badminton League
(IBL) started its auction of
players.

Discouraged but a visibly
resolved Jwala told the meida,
“The minimum thing we
expected was to be informed.
Nevertheless, I am very happy
to be part of IBL. I am very
much looking forward to it.
Badminton court is my territory
and that’s where I will do most
of my talking. I will let my
racquet speak for myself.”

According to sources, at
the inaugural players' auction for
the IBL on July 22, organisers were
forced to change the rules and
lower the base prices of Ashwini
and Jwala from $50,000 to
$25,000, as they remained unsold
at the close of the bid on July 21.
Their forte, the women's doubles,
was earlier dropped from the
tournament for want of Indian
entries.

Knowing about this Jwala and

Ashwini lashed out at the
IBL for what they termed
was “unfair” on them. “If
I speak up people either
say she is complaining or
she is a rebel. I have already
been labelled a rebel. But
whatever happened wasn’t
expected,” Jwala said.

To make matters worse,
national badminton coach Pullela
Gopichand said the base price of

two of the six Icon Players,
who went unsold in the
Indian Badminton League
(IBL), was reduced to
ensure they did not suffer a
financial loss, ostensibly,
much to the chagrin of the
nimble players.  

In the auction, Jwala
went to Krrish Delhi
Smashers at USD 31,000
(Rs 18,51,520), while Pune
Pistons bagged Ashwini for
the base price of USD

25,000.
Jwala said it was her

performances at the international

Jwala all set
to show
racquet Power

Despite her
base price being
reduced to half

in Indian
Badminton

League auction,
Jwala Gutta has
resolved to show
her prowess in
the court

IBL BLUES
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level that popularised the doubles
format in the country. “I have done
a lot for the country. I have won
medals and given lots of
performances. In doubles there was
nobody before me. I have changed
how people look at doubles. People
are expecting a lot from doubles
after my performances,” Gutta told
a news agency.

However, she expressed her
anguish over the entire episode. “It
is painful. We are also working

hard. I don’t get involved in politics
but I am always dragged into it. I
have become habituated to it now,”
she said.

Jwala said she would give her
100 per cent for her franchise. “I
don’t want to get into blame game.
I am looking forward to play for
Delhi. I am ready to give my 100

per cent. I am not a quitter. I love
the game. I am enjoying the game.
I am sure IBL will be colourful and
fans will see exciting and close
battles,” she said.

Meanwhile Gopichand
justified the decision by stating that
IBL ensured that the players were
not at a financial loss.

However, badminton lovers
have reason to cheer! Following
cricket, hockey and boxing,
badminton too jumped into the
business of city-based franchise
leagues with the IBL, touted as the
world's richest badminton
tournament having a purse of $1
million. 

Despite her base price
being reduced to half in
Indian Badminton League
auction, Jwala Gutta has
resolved to show her
prowess in the court
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MOHSIN BIN HUSSAIN AL KASARY

Even as the Andhra Pradesh Wakf
Board and state government
continue to fight over the
ownership of 50-acre prime land
near the international airport, yet
another claimant has come up with
new arguments. The Nizam's
grandson Nawab Najaf Ali Khan
now claims that the government
had never purchased the land.

Najaf Ali Khan is the grandson
of the seventh Nizam, Mir Osman
Ali Khan. According to him, the
government had never purchased
the property located in Mamidipally
village in Saroornagar 'mandal'
from the Nizam in 1956.

Khan said the 50 acres were
part of land donated by seventh
Nizam, the last ruler of erstwhile

Hyderabad state, to the Dargah
Hazrat Baba Sharfuddin in
Pahadisharif.

In a statement, Najaf Ali Khan
said the Nizam donated several
properties for Wakf and one such
property was 2,132 acres 38 guntas
for the Dargah.  “From the time of
Ummor-e-Mazhabi department
(religious department) of Nizam era
till today, the said property is listed
as Wakf property,” he said.

He said all records show that
the property existed in the name of
the seventh Nizam. “The gazette
published by the government on
Feb 9, 1989 shows the 2,132 acres
and 38 guntas as Wakf,” he said.

A row erupted recently over
the land worth crores of rupees
when the revenue department

served a notice on the Wakf Board
asking why the 50 acre land allotted
to it by government in 2009 should
not be taken back since the Board
had not put it to use.

Najaf Ali Khan accused Nizam
Awqaf Committee’s negligence for
the controversy. He said the
committee, which was formed to
look after the Wakf properties
donated by Nizam, should take
immediate steps to acquire the land
and use it to improve the economic
conditions of the community. 

Nizam’s grandson
bats for Wakf

Najaf Ali Khan, the
grandson of the
seventh Nizam, Mir
Osman Ali Khan says
the government had
never purchased the
property located in
Mamidipally village in
Saroornagar 'mandal'
from the Nizam in
1956

WAKF WOES
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Ayoung woman IAS officer, who had
the guts to take on powerful sand

mafia in Uttar Pradesh, had to bear the brunt
of callousness of political thugs. She has
been fired from service barely six months
after she got her first posting in the state.

A Punjab cadre IAS officer, Durga
Shakti Nagpal had led the seizure of 24
dumpers engaged in illegal quarrying last
week resulting in the arrest of 15 persons.

Nagpal, the Sub-Divisional magistrate
of Greater Noida, was removed after she
ordered the demolition of a mosque being
built illegally on government land in
Greater Noida. The state government had
come up with a justification, claiming that
her order to stop the construction of the
mosque during the holy month of Ramzan

could have created trouble.
Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Akhilesh Yadav has
reportedly said he had to take
the step in order to prevent
communal tension and avoid
dispute in village, sometimes
we have to take such decisions.

According to news
reports, Nagpal, a 2009-batch
IAS officer, was suspended
from her post barely 10 months
after she got her first posting
here. She was posted as Sub-
Divisional Magistrate (SDM)
of Gautam Budh Nagar in
September last year.

Nagpal, all of 28, was
penalised on the grounds of
demolition of a wall at a
disputed place of worship.

“It is an administrative
decision. She had ordered
demolition of the wall at a

place of worship,” Akhilesh Yadav tweeted.
Opposition parties have come down

heavily upon the SP government in the state
and alleged that the suspension order was
made under pressure from the mining
mafia.

Nagpal had led a crackdown on
unauthorised mining in the district and got
over two dozen FIRs registered against
those involved in illegally removing sand.
Special flying squads were formed by her
to stop the raging menace along the Yamuna
and Hindon rivers in western UP.

“The entire district has been affected
and illegal mining has become a huge
problem. The stakes are too high and those
involved get huge monetary returns. The act
could lead to serious environmental issues
and, therefore, needs to be stopped,” she
had warned.  

VICTIM OF HONESTY

AN UPRIGHT WOMAN IAS OFFICER IN
UTTAR PRADESH WAS SACKED FROM HER
FIRST JOB FOR ACTING TOUGH AGAINST
THE MINING MAFIA IN THE STATE

NATIONAL NEWS
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Our country is known for its
diverse culture and myriad

languages. But sadly, a large
number of languages are dying fast,
all thanks to the official lethargy.
Though people in the country speak
780 languages in India today, the
country has lost nearly 250
languages in the last 50 years,
according to experts.

A comprehensive linguistic
survey conducted by the People's
Linguistic Survey of India (PLSI)
has found the grim facts which will
be published in 50 volumes
contained in 72 books in September.

It may be recalled that this is
the first linguistic survey carried out
in the country after Irish linguistic
scholar George Abraham Grierson
conducted the Linguistic Survey of

India from 1898 to 1928.
According to PLSI chairperson

GN Devy, “Currently as many as
780 different languages are spoken
and 86 different scripts are used in
the country. While it surely is a fact
to celebrate the diversity of the
country, the sad part is we have lost
nearly 250 languages in the last 50
years or so."

The PLSI -a public
consultation and appraisal forum-
collaborated with 85 institutions and
universities in the country to
conduct the research which was
completed in four years involving
the services of more than 3,000
experts, said an agency report.

“While the actual survey - the
first such exercise undertaken in
independent India - took four years,
it took 17 years of preparatory work.
So the reports are a fruit of 21 years

of hard work that too without any
governmental assistance," Devy
was quoted as saying. "From their
historical and geographical details,
to their origin and grammar as well
as literature and other artistic and
cultural works including folk songs
would be available in the published
work," said Devy.

Twenty two of the 780
languages are scheduled Indian
languages. Of them, 122 have been
declared by the census as spoken by
a population exceeding 10,000 and
the rest are spoken by less than
10,000 people.

“Without discriminating
between languages by declaring
some of them as endangered, we
need governmental as well as public
assistance to help all the languages
grow and flourish,” Devy was
quoted as saying. 

Dying languages

In an annoying
discovery, it was

found that
though there are
780 languages
spoken in India,
250 languages
died out in last

50 years

NATIONAL NEWS



The News You Like | August, 201326

THE NEWS BUREAU

Braving extreme weather and
rocky terrains, a six-foot tall

man has been walking across the
country.  Yes, 47-year-old Max
Chandra is on a mission to walk
12,000 km across India for raising
funds for charity. Despite the curious
gazes of passerby and tough roads,
Chandra, clad in a hooded kurta and
a rucksack on his broad shoulders,
has been walking all the way.

His aim is to generate funds for
his charity foundation - One Step at
a Time - that has various projects to
promote education, provide school
equipment and help people in
disaster-hit zones. Speaking to a
news agency, Chandra said, “When
people look at me on the road, they
wonder who is this ninja guy.”

“It is a deliberate attempt to
make people curious. The more
people know about my mission, the
more people will talk about this
unusual way of generating funds,
and more helpful it will be for my
foundation,” he said.

Chandra was born to a German
father and an Indian mother, brought
up in Britain. He started his journey
in Novembner 2011 from Goa and
has crossed Karnataka, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Haryana. He
reached the capital recently after
covering Rishikesh, Chandigarh,
Simla, Manali and then back to
Delhi via Punjab and Haryana. He
has so far covered 6,000 km in 15
states. He has an equal distance and
13 states to go, according to reports.
“It will take me another year to
complete the walk,” Chandra was

quoted as saying. Chandra doesn’t
walk at one go. He walks for three
months, then take a month's break to
work on his projects and recuperate.
Then he walks again for three
months and so on. It balances the
work and mission of Chandra, who
carries the bare minimum essentials
in his rucksack, two cameras and a
spare pair of shoes.

Chandra plans his own
itinerary, starts walking by six in the
morning and stops for five minutes
after an hour-long walk. At times he
sleeps under the stars and if he is

lucky to have received an invitation
from a local, he stays with him. His
daily routine also includes washing
clothes, making notes and looking at
the pictures he has taken during the
course of the day.

Chandra had decided to quit his
job as a CEO in London after his
first visit to India in 2005. His
mother had given him a fairytale
description about the country. “She
would talk of cobras and snakes. It
was so mythical. But later I
discovered for myself what it meant
to be in real India,” he said. 

On a mission to walk

With an aim to raise funds for charity, an adventurist has
been walking across the country, a rare act that requires

a lot of grit and courage

NATIONAL NEWS
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CAMPUS RADIO TURNS SOCIAL PLATFORM
THE NEWS BUREAU

India is just a year away fromcelebrating a decade of campus
radio's existence, and the campus
radio station of the Jamia Millia
Islamia, one of India's oldest
universities, is fast emerging as a
platform of innovation for the
communities living around the
colleges. A middle-aged Muslim
housewife, Saba Raes, has her
hands full seven days a week with
household chores and her children.
But she makes it a point to take an
hour out every Monday to record
Hamd-o-Naat, a series of hymns in
praise of Allah, for Radio Jamia.

It may be recalled that the
government had issued guidelines
in 2003 for educational institutions
to set up campus radio's and Anna
University in Tamil Nadu was the
first off the block in February 2004.

Today there are nearly a 100
campus radios in the country, but
the actual number could be higher
since there are no details about

these in the northeast beyond
Guwahati, according to a recent
report. The radio transmission is
done through a four-way process.
The audio from the microphone is
transferred to the audio mixing
console. From there, it goes to an
amplifier. From the amplifier one
signal goes to the transmitter and
the other to a computer to be stored
for repeat broadcast. The final
process is the transmission of
signal through antennae, which is
some 25-30 metres high.

It costs Rs.15 lakh and
typically operates out of a room
that can seat three to four people
and the attendant equipment. Its
range is 8-10 km and can even go
up to 15 km. Radio Jamia kicked
off the process in the capital in
2004, followed by Apna Radio of
the Indian Institute of Mass
Communication (IIMC) and
DUCR of Delhi University.

Radio Jamia is today a
platform for many like Saba Raes
to fulfil their desires and interests.

“We organise workshops for
the community members. We teach
them about the functionality and
the basic working mechanism and
then they go on air with all the
creative liberty given to them,” GR
Syed, professor-in-charge of Radio
Jamia, told a news agency.

There are programmes in
Urdu, Bhojpuri, Hindi, Punjabi and
even Bengali. While Radio Jamia
provides a platform for the
community to showcase its talent,
volunteers of Apna Radio go into
the field and work in the slums,
raising awareness on health and
hygiene.

“We send students to the area
around IIMC where they teach the
people about the working of
community radio and in return the
students get to know about
practical experiences of the
people,” Apna Radio head Raghav
Chari told the media. The campus
radios have proved to be very
effective in solving the
community's problems. 

The campus radio
station of the Jamia
Millia Islamia, one of
India's oldest
universities, provides a
platform for the
community to showcase
its talent, while
volunteers of Apna
Radio go into the field
and work in the slums,
raising awareness on
health and hygiene.

CAMPUS NEWS
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The mid-day meal tragedy that
killed 23 children who ate

contaminated cooked food in Bihar
once again brings national spotlight
on problems affecting the flagship
scheme that provides lunch to
nearly 120 million children in the
country every day.

Lack of monitoring and
hygiene, and also huge corruption,
are discrediting what is called the
world's largest school feeding
programme.

Reports of insects or lizards

being found in the meal keep
cropping up. Unhygienic and
under-nutritious food has been
dogging the scheme for quite a
while. The mid-day meal scheme is
originally meant to provide
children in over 1.2 million
government-run schools a hot and
nutritious meal every day, which
besides encouraging attendance
and improving nutritional levels,
also helps to arrest dropout rates.

According to experts, the
scheme suffers from structural
problems, the biggest being the
lack of a proper monitoring

A tragedy caused
by corruption

Lack of monitoring and hygiene coupled with huge
corruption led to the mid-day meal tragedy in Bihar that

claimed 23 innocent lives

Mid-day meal scheme was
started to lure children to
come to school and improve
enrolment with help of free
food.

It is the world's largest school
feeding programme, reaching
out to about 120 million
children in 1.27 million
schools and education centres
across India.

The roots of the programme
can be traced to the pre-
Independence era when a
mid-day meal programme
was introduced by the British
administration for
disadvantaged children in the
Madras Municipal
Corporation in 1925. In 1962-
63, Tamil Nadu became the
first state in India to initiate a
noon meal programme for
children in primary schools.

The National Programme of
Nutritional Support to
Primary Education (NP-
NSPE) was launched as a
centrally sponsored scheme
Aug 15, 1995, and initially
covered Classes 1 to 5 in all
government and aided
schools. Under the scheme,
food grain was supplied free.

On Nov 28, 2001, the
Supreme Court of India
directed the government to
provide cooked meals to all
children in all government
and aided primary schools. In
September 2004, it was
revised to provide cooked
mid-day meals with 300
calories and 8-12 grams of
protein each to all children
studying in Classes 1 to 5.

In October 2007, children in
Classes 6 to 8 were also
covered under the scheme.

MID-DAY MURDERS
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mechanism. “The mid-day meal
scheme was adopted on the pattern
of the Madras Municipal
Corporation school lunch scheme.
The problem is there is no clear
structure defined, and every state
functions according to its wish,”
Ambrish Rai, convenor of the
Right to Education Forum told
reporters.

“In most places, it is a matter
for the teachers to manage. In some
places, NGOs or private
contractors do the job. The scheme
is better managed in south Indian
states, but in the northern part of
the country the situation is
pathetic,” Rai said.

Activists say children are
getting low quality and insufficient
food; hence there is lack of
nutrition. Corruption is another
huge issue that hampers the
delivery system. Fake enrolments
are said to be done to embezzle
money. These rackets are allegedly
killing the important scheme, and
the main reason is lack of
guidelines and institutionalisation.

“Perhaps the government does
not want the scheme to function
properly. They want problems to be
created so that people ask them to
stop the scheme altogether. Maybe
they want to hand over the scheme
to some corporate organisation,”
said an activist.

Ashok Agarwal, a Delhi-based
advocate said the attitude of school
authorities towards the children is
also a major issue.

“A lot of children are from
very poor families. They come
without having breakfast, and so
they cannot study in the first half as
they are hungry. In some schools,
the process of distributing lunch
takes two hours or more; by that
time school time is over. When will
the child study?" he asked. 

Initially, children in
educationally backward blocks
were covered, but from April
2008 children across the
country started benefitting.

The calorific value of a mid-
day meal in the upper primary
stage has been fixed at a
minimum of 700 calories and
20 grams of protein.

In schools across India, there is
a provision of either the schools
preparing the meals in their
own premises or getting them
from an NGO appointed by the
government as the nodal
agency for providing mid-day
meals.

The government allocated
Rs.7,324 crore for the mid-day
meal scheme in 2007-08. The
figure rose to Rs.8,000 crore
for the years 2008-2010. For
2010-2011, it jumped to

Rs.9,440 crore and to
Rs.10,380 crore for 2011-12. In
2012-13, the allocation was
Rs.11,937 crore and further
raised to Rs.13,215 crore for
2013-14.

A cook-cum-helper is paid
Rs.1,000 per month. There is
one cook-cum-helper for a
school with 25 students and
two cooks for a school with 26
to 100 students. There is one
additional cook for every
addition of 100 students.
Preference is given to women
in engagement of cooks-cum-
helpers.

To empower mothers of
children covered under the
programme, the government
has asked them to supervise the
preparation and serving of the
meal and to exercise effective
vigil.

What is Mid-Day
Meal scheme?
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If you thought only miffedtechies and jilted lovers resort
to send dirty text messages to

young women, you are wrong. In a
role-reversal of sorts, a 24-year-old
female teacher was ordered to do
180 hours of unpaid work for
sending a string of dirty text
messages to a 16-year-old pupil
begging to tie him up during a six-
week affair in Exeter Crown.

According to Daily Mail,
Roseanna Langley, 24, bombarded
the 16-year-old with hundreds of
texts and naked photos during the
six-week affair and even tattooed
his name on her body. The explicit
images and messages included
'baby please let me tie you up
tomorrow it's so sexy' and 'babe I
love planning our future together'.

The report said that they
exchanged 1,500 texts - including
assurances from Langley that she
'didn't care if she got sacked so
long as they could be together'.
Pupils at the school discovered the
relationship after the science
teacher hosted a cozy film night
with the boy and others at her
home.

They said the teacher and 16-
year-old, who cannot be named for
legal reasons, had kissed and
cuddled while they watched films
before the pair retired to her
bedroom. Langley seduced the
teenager and whisked him away for
a romantic weekend break before

pretending she was pregnant to
blackmail him into carrying on
their relationship.

The pair was caught on CCTV
during the break to London,
evidence which was used against
Langley, said the report.

Langley made her guilty plea
in June but is still in contact with
her victim - and in the second week
of July she was arrested again after
they were spotted in a car together.

The court heard she abused
her position of trust to spark a
sexual relationship with the boy
between January and March. They
embarked on the affair shortly after
her engagement to another man had
broken up and she was on the
rebound.

Langley struck up a friendship
with the boy - who was 15 when
they met - before the relationship
turned physical, according to the
Daily Mail. Officers searched
Langley's house where they found
photos of them, as well as
numerous receipts from a romantic
weekend break in London.

The images sent to his phone
included a woman involved in a
sex act and there were a total of
1,500 messages which have been
printed off on 125 pages.

The sentence means Langley
will have to sign on the sex
offenders' register for ten years and
will be barred from working with
children and young people
indefinitely. 

Female teacher in
soup for ‘dirty’ texts

A female
teacher aged
24 was
ordered to do
unpaid work
for 180 hours
for sending
‘dirty’ text
messages and
nude photos
to a 16-year-
old student

UNHOLY LESSONS
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Anative of Bikaner town in
Rajasthan has written a

golden book literally. He has
written Surah Yasin Sharif, said to
be the heart of the Holy Quran and
Hanuman Chalisa, in golden
letters.  

Bhomraj Soni , 63-year-old
jeweller, used gold to pen down
Yasin Sharif and Hanuman Chalisa
- a prayer for Hindu god Hanuman
- on paper. According to reports
from Jaipur, Soni used 45 grams of
gold in writing the holy books,
which are of 17 pages each.

Soni, had to practise for
months before actually getting
down to the 'holy' work. “I know
how to design jewellery, but I
always wanted to do something
different in my profession. I am a
religious man, so the idea struck
me that I should use gold to write
religious books,” Soni reportedly
told.

Soni said though it sounded
easy in the beginning, when he
tried to implement the idea, he
realised how difficult it was. “It
required a lot of concentration and
practice. To write words in gold
using our professional equipment
was quite difficult. It took me
almost one year to complete the

work. You need to be very precise
in the very limited space. Now, I
myself wonder how I made it
possible,” a news agency quoted
Soni as saying.

“It took about 15 grams of
gold to write the Hanuman Chalisa
and 30 grams for Surah Yasin

Sharif,” he said. Scores of people
are reportedly visiting his place
daily to see the works. “People are
gradually coming to know about
my work. Several people from
various parts of the country have
called me up expressing their wish
to see the books,” said Soni. 

Books in goldenletters, literally!
A jeweller from Rajasthan has written two religious books in

golden letters, much to the excitement of devotees

GOLDEN BOOK
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In what comes as a huge insult tomotherhood which means
boundless love, kindness and
forgiveness for the rest of the
world, a woman in China
mercilessly stabbed her baby 90
times, just because the baby bit her
while she was breastfeeding him.

Xiao Bao, all of eight months
old, was found in a pool of blood,
stabbed all over, mostly in the face.
Luckily, the baby survived and is
now recovering in hospital after he
was given 100 stitches. The
horrible incident took place
Xuzhou, eastern China's Jiangsu
Province, according to reports from
China.

Little Xiao was living with his
mother and two uncles, who make
a living recycling rubbish. When
one of his uncles came home, he
found Xiao lying in a pool of blood
in the yard of their home to his utter
shock. He rushed the bleeding baby
to a nearby hospital.  

Later, Xiao’s mother is
reported to have confessed that she
had stabbed the baby after he bit
her during breastfeeding.

Though their neighbours
requested the local government to
take the baby away from his
mother, the latter was unwilling to
do say, say the reports. 

It is understood that the
authorities said that there was no
confirmation the mother was
suffering from a mental illness and

said, regardless, the baby still has
two guardians in the form of his
two uncles.

Though the doctors claimed
that the woman was suffering from
some mental illness, the authorities
did not admit the fact. It may be

remembered that mental illness
remains a relatively closed topic in
modern China, and neither
medication nor modern psychiatric
treatment is widely used.

A report said that an analysis
of mental health issues in four
Chinese provinces, published in
2009 in the British medical journal
The Lancet, estimated that 91 per
cent of the 173million Chinese
adults that were believed to suffer
mental problems never receive
professional help. 

Heartless mom stabs
8-month-old baby

In a never heard of kind of incident, a Chinese mother
stabbed her baby 90 times just because she got angry as

the baby bit her while breastfeeding

MONSTER MOM
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The dreaded C ailment has got a
powerful enemy which could

root out the former, if a study by
some Kolkata based scientists is
any indication. According to the
study, the medicinal power of the
humble neem can wage a war
against cancer.

The scientists are channelizing
neem leaves’ curing powers to put
an end to cancer in the country. The
team of researchers at the
Chittaranjan National Cancer
Institute (CNCI) has shown how a
purified protein from neem leaves
inhibits growth of tumour cells in

mice. Neem leaves have been
hitherto widely used in the country
as an insecticide and germicide.

Unlike other medicines, the
protein - Neem Leaf Glycoprotein
or NLGP - modulates the immune
cells present within the tumour
environment and also in the
peripheral system like blood,
instead of targeting the cancer cells
directly. 

According to studies, immune
cells are normally hostile to cells
that are dangerous to the body
including cancer cells. However, in
a unique role-reversal during
tumour development, these crucial
defence elements are enslaved by

the cancerous cells to promote their
growth and proliferation. Therefore,
instead of destroying the lethal
cells, the guard cells actually favour
their growth. NLGP extract
modifies the milieu of cells
surrounding the tumour and spurs
these cells towards a normal state
that is debilitating for toxic cells
like cancer cells.

“In our recent study, we have
seen that NLGP has the potency to
normalise tumour micro-
environment consisting of tumour
cells and tumour associated non-
transformed cells that help in
tumour progression. 

Basically, NLGP modulates

Neem can fight
cancer: Study

A group of
scientists at

Kolkata
based

Chittaranja
n National
Cancer
Institute

says
purified
protein

from neem
leaves
inhibits

growth of
tumour
cells
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The upcoming Telugu action
thriller Chandi will sure have

some sexy sirens shaking their legs,
what with London-born Scarlett
Wilson herself grooving to some

hot tunes in an item number!  
Scarlet who has made her

debut in Dibakar Banerjee's
"Shanghai" in the song ‘Imported
kamariya’, has been reportedly
roped in for a "mass appealing"
item number in "Chandi". The song

is currently being shot here at a
special set.

Scarlett has also previously
done item numbers in Telugu films
"Cameraman Ganga Tho
Rambabu" and yet-to-be released
"Yevadu".

“It's a highly energetic item
number. I liked her (Scarlett)
performance in the song with
Pawan Kalyan. She danced with so
much of grace. I'm sure our song
will be one of the highlights of the
film. We haven't made it dirty, but
it will definitely be mass
appealing," the film's director
Samudra, told a news agency.

“It's a pub number. We are
shooting for the song in a special
pub set that has been erected in
Ramoji Film City. We will be done
with the film as soon as we finish
shooting for this song,” he added.

The film features veteran actor
Krishnam Raju and Priyamani in
the lead, while Tamil actor Sarath
Kumar will be seen in an important
role. 

Telugu
film made
hotter!
London girl Scarlet
Wilson has been

reportedly roped in for a
"mass appealing" item
number in an upcoming
Telugu film ‘Chandi’

the tumour microenvironment in
such a way that it restricts further
growth of the tumour,” head of the
department of immunoregulation
and immunodiagnostics, CNCI,
Rathindranath Baral, was quoted by
a news agency as saying.

Among the immune cells is a
group of cancer-killing cells called
CD8+T cells. As the
microenvironment returns to the
tumour-directed hostile state,
triggered by NLGP, the population
of T cells shoots up, thereby aiding
in restriction of the cancer. 

NLGP also shields the T cells
from developing a non-reactive
state. The study states that these
killer T cells exhibited a greater

number of molecules with the
power to destroy the cancer cells,

compared to the T-cells from mice
that were not treated with NLGP. 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
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In the wake of increasing tigerdeaths due to poaching and
poisoning, the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA)
has decided to start round-the-clock
electronic surveillance of some of
the tiger habitats using high
definition cameras.

NTCA has taken the decision
after the satisfactory results of a
pilot study in the Kalagarh range of
the Corbett National Park to expand
e-surveillance to Assam's
Kaziranga Natonal Park, Madhya
Pradesh's Ratapani Wildlife
Sanctuary and the Ramnagar
division surrounding Corbett.

High resolution thermal and
infrared cameras mounted on
towers will capture image of
objects weighing more than 20 kg
in a range of 3-5 km and generate
alerts if they cross the boundary.

“The use of technology is one
way to ensure safety of tigers. We
are in the process of improving
technology and monitoring
methodology in tiger habitats. We
are planning to get more tiger
habitats under electronic
surveillance,” a senior official told
agencies.

“Electronic surveillance helps
in two ways by keeping an eye on
unauthorised people entering into
the tiger habitat areas and tigers
straying into human habitat,” he
said. The highest tiger mortality
was witnessed in 2012 in the past
one decade with 88 deaths and an

alarming 53 falling prey to
poachers. The most tiger deaths
were reported from Maharashtra
and Karnataka. The figure is far
ahead of 56 tiger deaths in 2011, 53
in 2010 and 66 in 2009.

This year 46 tigers have died
till July 15 and body parts of two
have been recovered. Again,
Karnataka with 12 deaths is ahead
followed by eight each in
Maharashtra and Uttarakhand.

Many tigers are poisoned by
local people residing near their
habitats for the big cats stray into
human habitat and attack them and
lift animals for prey.

The pilot project 'electronic
eye' was started in Corbett last year
to test the efficacy of these cameras.
And after the satisfying results, the
decision to use technology in other
areas was taken, the official said.

The surveillance in Corbett
was carried out by a Pune-based
company, Binomial Solutions

Private Limited, set up by a group
of young engineers and
management graduates.

“We submit to authorities
monthly details of infiltration by
animal and man into the
surveillance zone. It is a fool-proof
anti-poaching system that gathers
information, does processing,
filtering and then sends alerts,”
company CEO Ravikant Singh told
reporters.

A similar effort was made in
2010 in the Bandhavgarh National
Park (in Madhya Pradesh), where
CCTV cameras were installed but
at present none of them is
functional.

Tiger conservation in India
began in 1973 with the launch of
Project Tiger by the central
government. Considering the
urgency of the situation, Project
Tiger was converted into NTCA, a
statutory authority, in 2006 with
more power and separate funding.

Now, e-surveillanceon tiger habitat High resolution
thermal and infrared
cameras mounted on
towers will capture
image of objects
weighing more than
20 kg in a range of 
3-5 km and generate
alerts if they cross
the boundary
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When you eat an ice cream in
public, be cautious! Your

favourite ice cream flavour can

explain something important about
you, says a study. A report
appeared in the Daily Mail claims
that the study found how the ones
fond of vanilla flavour were more

likely to be impulsive and idealist,
while chocoholics were dramatic
and flirtatious and Rocky Road
lovers were good listeners. Praline
'n Cream fans are loving and
supportive, says the report.

In the study, conducted by
Baskin Robbins ahead of the
National Ice Cream Month, Alan
Hirsh, founder of Smell & Taste
Treatment and Research
Foundation, tried to identify how
some ice cream flavours may
suggest about individual
personalities.

According to Hirsch, they
uncovered quite a few surprising
finds. "For instance, we found that
people who prefer Rainbow
Sherbet are more pessimistic than
you would think, in spite of the
flavour's bright taste profile, and
that those who prefer Rocky Road
are actually very good listeners."

And, the ones preferring Mint
Chocolate Chip tend to be
argumentative.

“National Ice Cream Month is
the perfect time to enjoy your
favourite ice cream flavour, and
this year we wanted our guests to
have fun by learning what their
favourite flavour says about them,”
Dan Wheeler, from the ice cream
chain, was quoted. 

Ice creams can
reveal your traits
According to a new study, ice creams are not just yummy
grubs, they can also reveal your personal character at the

same time
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It looks like we are digging ourown graves. According to
health experts, around 2.8 million
people are dying each year as a
result of being overweight or
obese, taking obesity to epidemic
proportions worldwide.

According to a
Xinhua report, over
one-fifth of the one
billion obese or
overweight people in
the world are Chinese.
International health
experts say radical
change in the food
culture due to
globalisation has
brought fast food
culture to Chinese
cities, contributing to
major obesity problems.

Australia is also
one of the fattest
nations in the
developed world, with
almost 80 percent of
adults are likely to be
overweight or obese by
2025, according to
Monash University.

The rise of
multinational fast food

outlets has been a key change in
our environment leading to fatter
foods and fatter people, Bruce
Neal, professor at the George
Institute for Global Health in
Sydney, was quoted as saying by
an agency.

“As fast as we get rid of all
our traditional vectors of disease -

- infections, little microbes, bugs -
- we are replacing them with the
new vectors of disease, which are
massive transnational, national,
multinational corporations selling
vast amounts of salt, fat and
sugar,” Neal said.

Over time, consumers in
developed countries have become

acculturated to larger
serving sizes that are
well above what's
necessary for an
enjoyable, sensible and
nutritious meal,
according to experts.

A 2005 study by
American scientists
found that diners who ate
from a bowl of soup that
kept refilling would not
only eat far more than
normal, but they did not
notice that they had eaten
more, and did not feel
more sated.

At the heart of the
obesity issue is the
question of
responsibility, and
whether it's up to the
consumers to look after
their own needs, or
industry to provide more
healthy foods. 

Obesity, the
worst killer
The rise of multinational fast food outlets has
been a key change in our environment leading
to fatter foods and fatter people, say experts

HEALTH
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In a bizarre development,Maharashtra's cultural and
academic capital, Pune, has

been caught in a raging controversy
for the past few months on an
unlikely issue - woman's most
private item of personal hygiene,
the sanitary pad.

According to reports, the city's
female population generates an
estimated 10 million used sanitary

pads weighing around 140 tonnes,
per month, posing a major
challenge to dispose them of safely
without causing health or eco-
hazards. Conservancy staff of Pune
is now up in arms and are
protesting against handling and
disposing of sanitary pads and even
baby or adult diapers which are
thrown into trash bins.

The Pune Municipal
Corporation (PMC), for the first
time in the country, has demanded

that sanitary pad manufacturers
must include an identifiable
disposal bag with each sanitary pad
to eliminate environmental and
health hazards arising out of its
disposal.

It was reported that in January,
Mayor Vaishali Bankar and
Municipal Commissioner Mahesh
Pathak had invited some of the

It’s no more a
private thing!

A woman's most
private item of
personal hygiene, the
sanitary pad, has
kicked up a hornets’
nest in the nearby
Pune, as the used
items are posing huge
health hazards

HEALTH
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companies for a meeting to hammer
out a solution. But no company
representative had turned up so far.

It was in this context, a non-
government organisation - Solid
Waste Collection and Management
(SWaCH) - decided to take some
direct action. On March 8,
International Women's Day,
SWaCH activists collected bundles
of used sanitary pads and returned
them to the companies which
manufactured them. Looks like the
move yielded result. Officials from
some of the top companies in the
business like Johnson & Johnson,
Proctor & Gamble, Hindustan
Unilever and Kimberly Clarke
Lever met the PMC authorities in
April and assured a solution within
three months. This would include
how to dispose of the used sanitary
pads, whether they should be
segregated as wet or dry waste,
whether the products are bio-
degradable or not and whether they
are recyclable or not.

But unfortunately, three
months have passed since the
meeting but none acted in the
matter. So, the SWaCH activists
have decided to continue the
campaign and explore other
avenues in the matter.

The biggest complaint from
SWaCH members is handling
sanitary pads and diapers which
they consider insulting as well as a
major health hazard. As per the
Extended Producers Responsibility
under the Plastics Management &
Handling Rules, 2011, it is the
manufacturers' responsibility to
ensure that they are responsible for
their products till the very end after
they are used. But, the unaware
masses simply drop them in
dustbins or flush them in toilets,
with the risk of choking the

drainage systems. According to a
SWaCH member, the usage of
sanitary pads is growing and
becoming popular even in rural
areas and so it was imperative for
the manufacturers to evolve a
solution to the looming crisis.

SWaCH estimates that the
number of used sanitary pads in
Pune would be around half a
million a month, based on the

national average. According to
estimates arising from the survey,
nearly 36 million Indian women use
sanitary napkins every month and at
an average 12 per month per
woman, it amounts to 432 million
weighing 9,000 tonnes. A sanitary
napkin comprises over 90 percent
crude oil plastic and the rest is
chlorine-bleached wood or cotton
pulp. 
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Take a second look at the
tranquil but majestic

Hussainsagar while strolling along
the lake on a Saturday evening, and
you can’t miss a young boy sailing
across the waters. He is Nikhil, just
out of a government-run school,
fine-tuning his sailing skills at the
Yacht Club of Hyderabad.

Nikhil, who has just got
admitted into first year (MEC) at
St. Mary's Junior College,
Secunderabad, was not born with
silver spoons in his mouth. He is
the son of a widowed fish seller at
the famed Monda Market in
Secunderabad. He has earned his
dignity through sailing. 

He may not know what a
passport is all about, but Nikhil
Kumar is all set to fly to Hong
Kong to be trained by none other
than Marek Nostitz Jackowski, a
national coach with the Hong Kong
Sailing Federation. Jackowski was
the one who coached Olympic
teams at the Sydney and Athens
Games in 2000 and 2004
respectively. He was in town
recently for a five-day-long
intensive coaching programme for
the Optimist Class at the Yacht
Club of Hyderabad.

Coming first in a race

organised on the occasion earned
Nikhil a place for the coaching
camp. Nikhil comes on a bicycle
daily and dedicates two hours daily
and four hours on Saturdays and
Sundays for sailing practice near
Sanjeevaiah Park.

Hyderabad has produced great
sportspersons in the fields of
cricket, badminton, etc., but away

from the limelight at a corner of the
Hussainsagar, a new breed of
sports stars is emerging. They
belong to modest, underprivileged
families. The young children of
lesser gods are being trained to be
sailors and are making their marks
in the sailing arena.

S Nikhil Kumar, all of 15, is
just passed out of a government

Sailing towards
success, through
troubled waters

Son of a fishmonger
at Monda Market in
Secunderabad, 15-
year-old Nikhil is
all set to make the
city proud with his
exemplary sailing
skills. He is all set
to fly to Hong Kong
to attend an
integrated coaching
class by an
internationally
acclaimed coach

SPORTS SCAN



The News You Like | August, 2013 43

school at Monda Market.  Son of a
single parent S Kalavathi, Nikhil,
who doesn’t even have a passport
yet, will be heading for the
coaching camp at Hong Kong. He
is the first Hyderabad sailor to
achieve such a distinction.

Considered once an affluent
sport, Sailing is now not just
confined to the affluent section
only. Many Hyderabadi
youngsters, mostly from not-so-
well background, have now taken
to Sailing. And they are performing
as well. They are emerging as
promising sailors. If given proper
coaching and guidance, they will
go places and prove that they are
on par with the best sailors in the
country. 

“Living up to its credo -
Dignity through Sports - young
kids are brought from backgrounds
where they can hardly afford an
education. The zeal that they have
for learning and sport is on par with
what the well-provided-for ones

do. We are training many such kids
here,” says Suheim Sheikh,
founder president of The Yacht
Club of Hyderabad. Suheim, under
the aegis of the Yacht Club of
Hyderabad, trains these children.
“They have been doing excellent at
the competitions as well. It’s an
honour to train those who put their
heart into it, irrespective of their
financial or other capacities,”
Suheim is all smiles.

“I started learning this sport
about three years back. Sailing is
very similar to life in general. You
wouldn’t know what to expect
from the waters, much like in life.
Apart from sailing, I only study and
don’t get much time to do any other
activities. My life ambition is to
become a sailor, to make the nation
proud and get into training and
produce more sailors.  I don’t know
English. I can’t speak fluently. I am
trying to learn English,” says
Nikhil.

“We provide infrastructure for

these kids, and help them learn this
sport. Our motto is to achieve
dignity through sport. The likes of
champion pole-vaulter Sergey
Bubka, sprinters P T Usha and Carl
Lewis came from humble
backgrounds, and they went on to
conquer the world. We believe
these kids could make a mark in the
coming years,” says Suheim.

Nikhil, whose mother sells
fish at Monda Market to make a
living, lost his father over two
years ago. But, instead of talking
about the hardships his family
undergoes, Nikhil chooses to speak
on sailing. “Sailing is an obsession
for me. I never miss a single day’s
practice. This sport helps me forget
my troubles, and that’s why I love
it so much.”

He is the youngest in his
family, his eldest brother Praveen
is a sailor, while his second eldest
brother Rajkumar is into Rugby
coaching and the third brother
Vijay is idle for now.  
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It is a curious case that keeps a UKcourt in tight spot. While a rich
woman claims that she is a Saudi
Princess, others accuse her of being
a one-time penniless Ethiopian
prostitute who posed as a princess
to swindle London property
developers Amanda Clutterbuck
and Ian Paton out of luxury flats
worth £14million.

However, the ‘princess’ in the
last week of July claimed that she
was so wealthy she had splashed
out almost £1million on perfume in
the past two months.”Her spree has
created an Aladdin’s cave-style
display of opulence which has to be
seen to be believed,” the High Court
heard.

According to Daily Mail, the
mysterious ‘princess’ – Sara Al
Amoudi  - whose age has been
given as between 31 and 45 – wept
in court as she assured the judge she
had never been an impoverished
prostitute, that her wealth was
genuine and that she had been on
the shopping sprees to prove it.

Al Amoudi, arrived at the

London court in a
Rolls Royce with
numberplates reading
‘HRH’, said Daily
Mail. In heavily
accented English,
Amoudi reportedly
said: “I have a
problem with
shopping – I go to
doctor. In the last two
months my perfume,
only the perfume –
$1.4million
(£912,000). I can show you the
pictures.”

According to reports, Amoudi
arrived at court in a full burka and
five-inch platform heels.  However,
the judge suggested her to remove
her veil in the witness box, but still
she attempted to keep her face
hidden from onlookers.

She said she had an affair with
her alleged victim Paton, 45, behind
the back of his lover and business
partner Clutterbuck, 56, and that he
borrowed and stole some £5million
of pocket money she received from
Saudi Arabia.

She also insists that when six

exclusive flats in
Knightsbridge and
Chelsea were
signed over to her
name, it was
simply repayment
for his thefts and
loans.

But Paton and
Clutterbuck say
she swindled them
by pretending she
had millions to
invest in a massive

property project – allegedly
claiming to be an estranged wife of
Saudi Arabia’s King Abdullah, 88 –
and are demanding £14million from
her. But, Amoudi insisted in the
court that ‘in the name of Allah’ she
was an honest woman given some
£10million in cash by her family in
the past decade.

She added that in Saudi Arabia
she was considered ‘like a criminal’
because she had an adulterous
relationship, so her family had to
send her pocket money in cash
stuffed into suitcases, said the Daily
Mail.

The case continues. 

Wealthyprincess orimpoverishedprostitute?
A mysterious Saudi princess claiming to be a
‘shopaholic’ has been accused of swindling
some London property developers of luxury
flats worth £14million

WEIRD WORLD
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Bollywood diva Celina Jaitly
has decided to support Free &

Equal, the United Nation's (UN)
year-long campaign for equality
and justice for people practising
alternate sexuality. Celina has been
a prominent voice for the rights of
gays and lesbians in the country.
Now she hopes to create awareness
about the problems faced by the
LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender) community.

A press release issued by the
United Nations Human Rights
names Celina along with pop star
Ricky Martin and Brazilian singer
Daniela Mercury who have taken
the pledge to support the campaign.

The Free & Equal campaign

aims to raise awareness about
homophobic and transphobic
violence and discrimination,
and encourage greater respect
for the rights of LGBT
people.

Celina, who is
currently in Singapore,
told reporters, “I have
spent half of my life
fighting for the cause and
finally with the backing of

United Nations Human
Rights and with the help of
people I respect and love, I
can take the campaign to

another level. To get a
platform like this to reach out
to people across the world is a
dream come true.”

She said there was a long
way to go before we come
anywhere close to realising
equality for the LGBT
community in India.

“In India, there is only lip
service for them. Equality is a
basic human right and it
cannot be denied to any
community. There is a lot of
violence against the LGBT
community across the world.
At least in Mumbai they are
relatively safer,” she told a
correspondent.

“A lot of people in the
entertainment industry feel
that if you support gay rights,

you might be considered a part of
the gay community. Through the
United Nations' campaign I hope to
broaden the base of understanding
the problems of the LGBT. At the
moment in India, we only have
tolerance, no understanding for the
community, and that too in selected
enlightened sections of society. I
feel mainstream sections are only
able to mask their intolerance
towards homosexuality. Is that
enough?” she was quoted as
saying. 

Celina Jaitley backs
UN campaign
for LGBT clan
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All Bacchus
devotees of

Bhagyanagar have
reason to rejoice! If
the brainchild of
three budding
entrepreneurs will have
its way to Hyderabad,
you may be able to order
some chilled beer or a pint
of whiskey just with a click
of a mouse.

A new web portal Lets
Buy Drink.com is offering
exactly that. Two friends,
Dhruv Khandelwal and Amit
Goel - went on to make the idea
of ordering alcohol from home
a reality. According to
Khandelwal, "It’s an endeavour to
bring convenience to party buffs
and leisure drinkers.”

He said that the market that
they had selected was untouched
by the internet industry. “We really
thought that this could work and
the demand for such a platform is
there in the market,”  Khandelwal
told the media.

The site was launched in April
this year and it has currently
around 1,500 active members who
can avail products from a wide
range of imported liquors, wines,
spirits, beers and non-alcoholic
beverages.

Letsbuydrink.com allocates
the order to its partnered retailers,

and then the retailer delivers the
product to the website users. The
service is currently available in
Delhi and Mumbai, and expansion
plans are underway, according to
reports.

“We are currently working on
starting our services in Bangalore
and Pune, which will be soon
followed by Chandigarh, Amritsar,
Hyderabad, and Kolkata,” said
Khandelwal.

The services cannot be used

unless you're of legal drinking age,
and you need to submit an age
verification document.

And, it will only take half an
hour to get the goods delivered.
"Delivery of the products depends
upon the location of the customer
from the retail stores. The delivery
of a product can take anywhere
between 30 minutes to a maximum
of two hours for orders received
before 9 p.m. for the same day,” he
said. 

Now, order your
drinks online!

“We are
currently

working on
starting our
services in

Bangalore and
Pune, which
will be soon
followed by
Chandigarh,

Amritsar,
Hyderabad,

and Kolkata”

GUZZLENS TIME
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Putting an end to the legal battle that has
been fought for decades, the Chandigarh

Chief Judicial Magistrate Court has ruled
that the will of Maharajah Harinder Singh
Brar of Faridkot was fabricated, allowing the
rajah’s daughters to inherit the estimated
£2.6billion estate, instead of a trust run by
his former servants and palace officials.

The story of the maharajah was
heartrending.  The maharajah, who was

crowned as a toddler and rich beyond
imagination, fell into a deep depression in his
old age, after losing his only son.

After his death, documents were forged,
false will was presented and his daughters,
the princesses, were not given the rights of
the palaces, gold and vast lands they claimed
as their birthright.

Instead, they are given a few dollars a
month from palace officials who plotted to
usurp the royal billions with a forged will.

Chief judicial magistrate Rajnish

Princesses win
decade-old legal battle

LEGAL REPORT
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The daughters of Maharajah Harinder
Singh Brar of Faridkot will now inherit
the king’s vast property worth billions of
dollars after a Chandigarh court ruling

Kumar Sharma, finally gave his ruling on the
case filed by the maharaja's eldest daughter,
Amrit Kaur, in 1992, a court official said.

According to reports, the Faridkot riches
were legend in India's Punjab state. The estate
includes a 350-year-old fort, palaces and
forests lands in Faridkot, a mansion surrounded
by acres of land in the heart of India's capital
New Delhi and similar properties spread across
four states. There is also a stable of 18 cars
including a Rolls Royce, a Daimler and a
Bentley, all in running condition, says a report.

In addition, there is an aerodrome in
Faridkot, spread over 200 acres, which is being
used by the Punjab state administration and the
army.

Brar himself was a boy-king who grew up
amid the final gasps of India's royal families.
He was crowned maharajah of the tiny
kingdom of Faridkot in western Punjab - the
last maharajah it would turn out - at the age of
three, upon his father's death, reported The
Daily Mail.

After India won independence from
Britain in 1947, Faridkot and hundreds of other

small kingdoms
were absorbed into
the country, royal
titles and power
were abolished and
the royal families
were given a fixed
salary from the
Indian
government. That
payment, the 'privy
purse', was abolished in 1971.

Maharani Narinder Kaur, the wife of
Maharajah Harinder Singh Brar, was fond of
shopping while on holiday in England and
would stay at the Savoy - sometimes for as long
as four months, says the report.

In 1981, Brar's only son, Tikka
Harmohinder Singh, was killed in a road
accident and he tumbled into a deep
depression. It was then, his trusted aides
connived to deprive his family of their fortune.
They set up the Meharawal Khewaji Trust,
naming all the maharajah's servants, officials
and lawyers as trustees.

THE NEWS BUREAU

It appears the governmentmachinery, except for the police
department, is in a state of
helplessness in Andhra Pradesh in
view of the heightened regional
sentiments. While the people in
Telangana region are making

merry, people in Rayalaseema and
Coastal Andhra regions are up in
arms against the UPA
government’s decision to carve
out separate Telangana.

Protests are raging in
Rayalaseema and coastal Andhra
regions Since July 31 and
administration seems to have to

come to a halt. APSRTC has
suspended almost all services out
of fear of being damaged.

It is time the government act
and allay the fears among the
people of all the regions over
safeguarding everybody’s
interests in the event of creation of
Telangana.

Swift action need of the hour
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Effective management is
behind the success of any

business. Proving how to
streamline an otherwise
unorganised retail trade and take it
to greater heights through smart
management, the CEO of retail
textile showroom – Kalanikethan
– is setting an example for aspiring
managers.

An alumnus of IIM-
Ahemdabad, Venugopal is
vociferous when he talks about the
intricate system of smart
governance. “The right
management is a must for survival
and sustainable growth of any
business in a highly competitive
environment. Success comes with
a professional approach.

Sustainability and visibility
coupled with the right marketing
inputs are the need of the hour for
the business to succeed. We have
all these elements in right
proportions and that is the secret
of our success.”

A 32-year-old business
establishment, Kalanikethan, has
now a turnover of Rs150 crores
and Venugopal aims at making it
Rs 400 crore in the next three
years. His role as the CEO
requires great skills, especially in
the retail textile market.

“As the CEO, I have to take
care of several aspects including
sales, branding, logistics, supply
chain, factory management,
finances and policy making. Being
the head of a promoter-driven
company I have a lot of scope for

performance and improvement. I
am happy about it,” says
Venugopal.

Born in an agricultural family
in Srikakulam, Venugopal has a
post graduation in MSc
Agriculture. Dedicated to make
Kalanikethan the best retail
garment chain in South India, this
young CEO has no qualms about
balancing personal and
professional lives. “Though I work
for nine hours a day officially,
unofficially I work round the
clock. I have support from my
wife and she takes care of all
domestic requirements,” he says.

Work stress never affects this
spirited honcho. “I keep my cool.
Being cool in any circumstance is
the secret of my level-
headedness,” Venugopal reveals.      

Master
of the
trade
Young and energetic
CEO of Kalanikethan,
one of the biggest
retail textile
showrooms in

Hyderabad, is confident
of making the store the
best in south India in
the days to come

V

V

FOCUS



The News You Like | August, 201350

A career to
serve people

Anguished over the way public money has
been misused in the name of medical
treatment, a young entrepreneur has
decided to set up his own hospital with
three of his doctor friends 

THE NEWS BUREAU

Unlike other businessmen, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
Omega Hospitals in Hyderabad P Sridhar chose the hospital

field with a noble mission. He sees a lot of scope for service, rather
than making a fortune, in running the hospital that gives advanced
treatment for cancer of all sorts. 

FOCUS
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“I am not blessed enough to
help others monetarily, but I want
to do my bit of service to humanity
in the form of getting the best
treatment available for a malady
that dogs a vast majority of
people,” says Sridhar, one of the
youngest CEO’s in Hyderabad.

Armed with an arresting smile
and Master’s Degree in Hospital
Management (MHM), young
Sridhar has a vision. “My dream
was to do MBA, but MHM came as
a new concept and I opted for the
latter,” Sridhar, who had also done
a short-term course in healthcare in
Boston apart from another course
in IIM Allehabad, says.  

As soon as he finished his
studies he took up a job with the
Nizam’s Institute of Medical
Sciences (NIMS) and then joined
Institute of Health System, a non-
governmental organisation (NGO).
“I was fascinated by the social
service they did,” Sridhar says.

He expresses anguish over the
way public money is being misused
by the medical department. “The
government spends a lot of money
for buying advanced equipments
for hospitals across the State.
Unfortunately, officials are not
using the machines properly, thus
causing criminal wastage of
money,” he says.

He worked as the project
director of a Velugu, a government
scheme, for six years before taking
up a job in Indo-American Cancer
Hospital in Hyderabad. “I was
doing social service for six years.
We used to treat patients in
villagers and interact with them,
thus had first-hand accounts of the
difficulties of getting the right
treatment at the right time,” he
recalls.

Sridhar worked with Indo-
American Cancer Hospital for

seven years and then decided to
have his own hospital. He, along
with three other doctors, started
Omega Hospital, a 160-bedded
hospital specialised in oncology.  

“Hyderabad is much better in
oncology treatment. We have most
advanced equipment for effective
treatment of cancer within a short
time, unlike other hospitals,” he
clarifies. With having 10 oncology
specialists, 50 doctors and over 500
staff, Sridhar is busy managing the

hospital in a noteworthy way.
He has plans for expansion

too. “Yes, we have a lot of
expansion plans. We have acquired
land for another unit too,” he says.

Born in agricultural family,
Sridhar’s ultimate aim is to set up
a free paediatric cancer hospital for
poor children. Apart from the
hospital and its patients, Sridhar’s
world comprises of his wife
Sravanthi and daughters Sri
Hansika and Sri Nivriti.  
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The sizzling model who loves
to see scores of guys ogling at

her oomph – yes, you guessed it
right, Poonam Pandey - is one who
does not mince her words.  She
speaks her mind, and that is why
she is always in the news, more
often for the wrong reasons,
though! Skin savvy Hyderabadi
youth had to blink in disbelieve
when the sexy siren said ‘people
are more beautiful when nude than
when they are dressed’! Hmmm,
now you know why this serpentine
beauty is often seen in skimpy
cloths. The pinup who was in the
city to promote her upcoming
blockbuster ‘Nasha’ which was
released on July 26 literally put the
scribes to a tight spot by asking
them shoot controversial
questions! The nosy pokers were
seen agape when she prompted
them to ask things about her
bedroom and bathroom!

Nasha is a passionate love
story between an 18 year old boy
and a 25 years old girl. Poonam
feels very excited and confident
about her subject. The film which
marks the debut of young actor
Shivam has been sold all across
and is a coming of age movie in
the erotic genre. The film deals
with the obsessive and compulsive
infatuation of the boy to the girl,
who teaches him drama. Nasha
has already created a furore in
New Delhi and Mumbai with

political parties
objecting to the
posters of the hot
film. According to
her managers, for
this film
Poonam, all of
22, apparently
gave up her
disciplined diet
routine and
gorged on junk food
to gain weight. 

Addressing the media,
Poonam said people were more
beautiful when nude than when
they were dressed. She said, “I
have not been conscious or
nervous doing my debut movie as
I have posed with bikinis and short
dresses earlier too, right from
childhood I went for short dress.
Skin show is also a challenge, not
everyone can do it.”

Is she upset about the protest
by political parties? “I was not
upset, but was shocked as more
vulgar posters are seen in Mumbai
and Delhi and comparatively this

was nothing.” On her family’s
reaction to her controversies, she
said they didn’t approve such
controversies. “They had given up
sermonising me and come to a
realisation that I will not change.
If there is a script which suits me,
I am ready to act in Tollywood.”

“Kisses and bold scenes are
very common in movies, if my
fans are enjoying why not present
them what they like?” Poonam
asked.

Well, fans, are you listening?   

Nude is
beautiful

Model-turned-actress
Poonam Pandey
believes people
look more beautiful
when they are
nude and is ready
to offer kisses to
her fans if they
enjoy them!

NASHA ZONE
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While the police force has
been finding it increasingly

difficult to augment women
officers in is ranks, their arch
rivals, the outlawed Maoists, have
free availability of female
guerrillas.   A recent survey by the
Union Ministry of Home Affairs
shows that women constitute 60
per cent of active Maoists in the
states affected most by left-wing
extremism.

And if you thought these
women only provided logistic
support to the fighting rebels, you
are wrong. Almost all the women
Maoists are in combat zones and
fighting the security forces.
Reports show that women have
been an integral part of some of the
big operations carried out by the
rebels in recent times.

It may be recalled that there
were several women and even
children in the attack on Congress
convoy in Chhattisgarh that wiped
out the top leadership of the party
on May 25.

A senior official at the Home
Ministry said the ministry was
alarmed by the new trend. Though
there are complaints of women
being subjected to sexual
exploitation, the numbers of female
activists and their importance is on
the rise, said our sources. It is
learnt that some divisional
committees are headed by women.

The estimate by the union
government also shows that zonal
committees also have a good
representation of women.
According to experts, increasing
the women's cadres could be part
of a strategy to increase their base.

A former Director General of
NSG was quoted by a news
agency, “Women are often at the
receiving end of economic and

physical injustice. They are easy to
motivate. With more women
joining the ranks the cadre strength
only increases.”

The estimate shows that one
of the reasons for the increasing
numbers is that girls are being
recruited at an early age. At least
2,500 children have been trained to
fight alongside adults, according to
sources.  

Women outnumbermen in Maoist party
In an unusual development, the outlawed Maoist, women
constitute 60 per cent of active Maoists in the states

affected most by left-wing extremism

WOMEN POWER
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Agni or fire is the first word
of the Rig Veda. Did you
know that according to

ayurveda, the various agnis in the
body are at constant work burning
the body fuel and along with it the
body’s resources? For example, in
the process of converting food into
energy, the internal chemical
processes affect the internal organs
of the body. 

The heavier the food, more the
resources required to burn it and
convert it into energy, the more the
body ages. In a similar way, fast
breathing, sexual act, anger,
attachment, greed, violence,
sorrow and various kinds of
indulgences lead you to engage in
intense processing of thoughts,
which utilises the body’s resources
and engages the various agnis
resulting in ageing, as given in my
given in my book 'Sanatan Kriya,
The Ageless Dimension'.

So, is there a way to make
these agnis shaant, resulting in
anti-ageing, balance and tuning
oneself to the subtler frequencies?
The answer lies in performing
Vedic havans, which are done on a
large scale at Dhyan Ashram.

Fire is an element that can
never be polluted and whatever
goes into fire also gets cleansed.
The same property of fire is
harnessed in a havan. In the earlier
times havans were performed to

cleanse the atmosphere, the
samagri and samedha were used to
release positive vibrations in the
atmosphere and remove toxicity
and negativity (both of the being
and the environment). For the
skeptic I would like to add that
even today in the caves where
sadhus live, a fire is constantly
burned (dhuni), but do we ever
hear of a sadhu contracting lung
cancer or lung ailments?

Sadly however, today havans
have become synonymous to a
patient hearing in a smoke-filled
atmosphere. That’s not what a
havan is. Havans conducted at
Dhyan Ashram are such that the
atmosphere becomes serene and
peaceful, there is no coughing or
restlessness amongst the attendees,

even birds of all varieties in the
vicinity come and perch upon the
nearby trees. The fumes that come
out are soothing and aromatic and
heal people of their problems.

For the above results ensure
that the samagri (mixture),
samedha (wood) and ghrit (cow
ghee) used are unadulterated. The
thought (bhaav) of those
participating in the havan should
be pure. Lastly, the pronunciation
(uchharan) of the mantras must be
flawless with sensitivity to the
crests and troughs. All these when
combined with the surrender to the
Guru, ensure that the offerings
hence made to the agni are sent in
their purest form to the right
dimensions thereby affecting the
desired transformation.  

YOGI ASHWINI

Fire that heals
Fire is an element that can never be polluted and

whatever goes into fire also gets cleansed

SPIRITUAL SPACE
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The number of Africans
overstaying in Hyderabad are

increasingly getting embroiled in
criminal activities in the city in the
recent past. Intelligence officials
say the African crime syndicates
will gradually take over criminal
activities in the city in future.

The intelligence officials have
submitted a report to the city police
way back in 2003 stressing on the
need for constant watch on the
students coming from African
countries. The report also
suggested that the African elements
would gradually take over the
crime apart from drug peddling.
However, attention was not paid to
the report.

According to latest figures
available with the intelligence
department, as many as 400 people
out of around 4,000 African origin
immigrants are overstaying in the
city. Intelligence officials attribute
this menace to the loopholes in the
Indian immigration system.

Organised crime syndicates
have been infiltrating drug peddlers
and online fraudsters into India in
the garb of students, sources said.

The drug peddlers and online
fraudsters begin their criminal
activities from day one and simply
keep changing their place of
dwelling after their visa expires
making it difficult for the law
enforcement agencies to track them
down, sources said.

At least 70 Africans were

arrested in the last couple of years
by the city police. Of them, 40
were arrested for online frauds
while 30 were arrested for drug
peddling. Most of the accused
overstayed in Hyderabad but the
officials appear to be not very
serious about the growing menace.

Intelligence officials are
worried over the fact that the
Africans landing in jails would
develop contacts with local
criminals and enter new areas of
crime on their release. The officials
perceive them to be cruel and
capable of unleashing terror. Also,
they are physically stronger than
any local criminal and easily
overpower rivals.

The jail connections and
outside links with high-profile
people like film personalities and

rich kids which they acquire while
supplying drugs would enable them
wield greater control over criminal
activities, the officials said.

Though city police claimed
time and again that African
students living in Hyderabad would
be kept under strict surveillance, no
concrete measures had been taken
to prevent Africans getting mixed
up with local criminals, sources
said.  

Intelligence sources told The
News that Africans enter India
through student visa for which no
qualifying exam will be conducted.
Since there is no need to take any
qualifying exam and also due to
lack of strict monitoring of their
activities in India, anti-social
elements have been taking
advantage of the situation. 
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African origin people to lead
crime syndicates in Hyderabad

FACT FILE
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DOODI DURGA REDDY

The life of a female actress
on the silver screen is very

short. So, they try to make fast
bucks within the short span.
However, glam doll Udaya
Bhanu could survive long, not
as an actress but as an anchor
on the small screen.

She is the most sought
after anchor on the small
screen in Andhra Pradesh. She
did act in a couple of movies,
but confined to do item
numbers.

It now appears that Udaya
Bhanu did realize that she has
reached the saturation point in
her career and the downward
trend will begin soon. So, she

seems to be planning to change
her platform and make her
career in politics.

She is likely to contest
from Husnabad Assembly
Constituency on a BJP ticket in
the 2014 elections. Hailing
from Koheda in Karimnagar
district, she is said to be
planning to try her luck in the
next elections from her native
district.

Her father Moinuddin was
a well-known Communist
leader of his times and had
worked as Sarpanch for three
terms in Karimnagar district.
After his death, the family
shifted to Hyderabad and had
to face several hardships.

Udaya Bhanu later fell out

with her mother and walked
out of her home to make a
living in the glamour world.
And she made it with hard
work.

Grapevine is that some
leaders from the BJP are
holding discussions with the
long legged lass on fielding her
from Husnabad constituency in
the next elections.

She covertly admitted on
a television channel that
consultations were underway
with a political party with
regard to her entry into politics.
However, she refused to name
the political party, though it is
known to all at least in her
native district that she was
seeking a BJP ticket.

UDAYA BHANU
TO JOIN BJP

STATE SCAN
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